
 

 

‘Paws’ for News from the Principal 

    November 3, 2016 

COWERN  PAWPRINTS 
Upcoming Events 

Nov. 3                          

Teachers’ Appreciation 

Dinner 

Nov. 3                           

K-5 Conferences    

4:00-9:00 p.m. 

Nov. 4                        

NO SCHOOL                

Staff Development;      

K-5 Conferences      

7:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 

Nov. 8                          

Student Council    

Meeting; 8:00 a.m. 

Nov. 8                         

Parent Pick Up in    

Cafeteria After School 

Nov. 10                      

Picture Retake Day      

Nov. 11                        

Veterans Day Program  

2:00 p.m.                      

Contact Information 

Adventure Connection 
651-748-6898 
Attendance 
651-748-6824 

Office 
651-748-6800 

School Nurse 

651-748-6815 

Cowern Elementary   

2131 Margaret Street 

North Saint Paul, MN 

55109 

http://www.isd622.org/ 

cowern 

Future events can 

be found on the  

Cowern website 

listed below: 

http://www.isd622.org/

cowern 

 

Dear Cowern Families  
& Friends, 
    One of my favorite 
memories from the past 
week was when a second 
grade student yelled out 
the window, “Dr. Wilson, 
I’m one of your biggest 
fans!”  While of course it 
is nice to have fans, it 
quickly reminded me of 
the impact educators have 
on students’ daily lives. 

The teachers have been 
busy this week preparing 
for conferences and are 
ready to meet with fami-
lies to share all the won-
derful things your scholars 
have been doing in class 
so far this year.  Thank 
you for being a fan for  
our teachers and your   
students as they grow  
both academically and 
behaviorally/socially this 
year at Cowern. 
    In the same way as this 
sweet girl is a fan, I too 
am a fan of the Cowern 
community.  Thank you 
for supporting us through 
the Fund Run, volunteer-
ing at the book fair this 
week, attending confer-
ences, or helping fund the 
teacher appreciation     

dinner—families are so 
generous with both their 
time and money. 
    By the end of the day 
today, we will have had 
our first Peace Group. 
 The theme for this first 
meeting with our groups  
is about families.  We  
read the book The Great 
Big Book of Families and 
students had the oppor-
tunity to share more about 
their own family. 
    Please don’t hesitate to 
stop by during conferences 
if you have any questions, 
concerns, or stories to 
share! 
Best, 
Dr. Jen Wilson 
    

 

Veterans Day 
On Friday, November 11, Cowern students 
and staff will be having a special Veterans 
Day program. We would like to invite any 
family members who have served or are 
presently serving in the armed forces to 
come join us. The celebration will begin at 
2:00 p.m. Veterans should plan on being 
here by 1:45 p.m. 

  

Be sure to wear red, white and blue!!!  

 

Cowern’s School Store Is Open! 
School Store opens Friday, November 11, at 8:30-8:45 a.m. 
in the Gym Hallway.  Student Council members will be sell-
ing awesome items like Smencils, pens, notebooks and other 
cool stuff!  Stop in and check it out!  

GROWING TOGETHER 

PIECE BY PEACE 
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Veterans Day Music Concert  

 

 

Congratulations To Our Cub Club Winners! 

Parent Community Group 

Our Cub Club Winners enjoyed lunch with Principal Wilson on  
Friday,  October 28.   
 
The winners are: 
 
Kindergarten Presten Cote-Austin 3rd Grade    Jacob Hubbard 
  Cassandra Corvil           Jacobi Lee                                                                                                         
1st Grade Johanna Foster  4th Grade    Tanner Helderman                                                                                                
  Jaxson Christianson          Lizzie Moldan                                                                                                   
2nd Grade Katelyn Rose        5th Grade    Diamond Bowman                                                                                                  
  Cadence Culverhouse        Erika Lundell 
   

Welcome to a new school year.  The staff at Next Step would like to invite you to take advantage of our Parent Community 
Group which is held once each month, on Tuesdays, here at Next Step from 5:30-6:30 p.m.  Topics will include:  the transition 
process, legal issues, employment options and issues, community resources, and student rights.  In the past, we have had excel-
lent presenters and speakers that have been positively received and we look forward to the same this year. 
 
We welcome you to attend one meeting or all the meetings as it fits your schedule (even if you can’t join us right at the 5:30 
p.m. start time, join us when you can).  These meetings are also a time for interaction and connection to others who are experi-
encing some of these same challenges. 
 
Below is a list of our meeting dates and the first few topics: 
 
 
 

Friday, November 11th, 2:00 p.m.  

All students, Kindergarten thru 5th Grade and the Cowern Choir, will be performing.  

November 15, 2016, 5:30-6:30 p.m. - Speaker:  Cheryl Gysbers, Community Bridge                                     
                      Topic:     Community Resources 
December 13, 2016, 5:30-6:30 p.m. - Speaker:  Craig W. Baumann, Attorney at Law              
                                   Topic:     Navigating Legal Issues (guardianship, SSI, etc.)  
January 19, 2017  
February 14, 2017 
March 21, 2017 
April 11, 2017,         6:30-7:30 p.m. 
May 16, 2017 

Any questions?  Please contact Linda Guidera at lguidera@isd622.org or 651-621-1921.                                                    
Next Step is located at 2586 East 7th Avenue, North St. Paul, MN 55109. 

 

2016-2017 Cowern Student Council 
Congratulations to our 2016-2017 Student Council members!!  We look forward to making our school an awesome place 
piece by peace!  

         Emilio Alvarez           Katelyn Hoppe           Serenity Peters  
 Daniel Beardsley  Emily Hubin        Dorion Solares  
 Diamond Bowman   Ethan Johnson        Daniel Staples             
 Jenna Brown  Giana Kielsa               Noah Whittenhall  
 Grace DeHaan  Cheyenne Lee        Emma Woods  
 Gia Foster  Erika Lundell              Pangkou Yang               
 Alaina Franco  Amina Mohamed        Ellie Zakrzewski  
 Cece Goracki  Lizzie Moldan        Pam Simanski, Advisor 
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Tartan Theatre to present The Little Mermaid November 4-6 and 11-13 
Tartan Theatre will swim Under the Sea with Disney’s The Little Mermaid 
November 4-13. 
   
Based on one of Hans Christian Andersen’s most beloved stories and the 
classic animated film, Disney’s The Little Mermaid is a hauntingly beautiful 
love story for the ages.  With music by eight-time Academy Award Winner 
Alan Menken, lyrics by Howard Ashman and Glenn Slater, and a compelling 
book by Doug Wright, this fishy fable will capture your heart with its irre-
sistible songs including “Under the Sea,” “Kiss the Girl,” and “Part of Your 

World.” Ariel, King Triton’s youngest daughter, wishes to pursue the human Prince Eric in the world above and 
bargains with the evil sea witch, Ursula, to trade her tail for legs.  But the bargain is not what it seems and Ariel 
needs the help of her colorful friends Flounder the fish, Scuttle the seagull, and Sebastian the crab to restore order 
under the sea. 
 
Performance dates:  November 4, 5, 6, 11, 12 & 13.  All show times are 7 p.m. (Friday & Saturday) and 2 p.m. 
(Sundays). 
 
Ticket Prices:  $10 - Adults (18-64); $8 - Seniors (65+); $6 - Youth (3-17) 
Tickets can be purchased online at tickets.tartantheatre.org one hour before each performance or between 7 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. at Tartan High School.  For ticket information call 651-702-8814 or email info@tartantheatre.org.     
Tartan High School is located at 828 Greenway Avenue North, Oakdale, MN 55128. 

The 6th annual Taste of District 622 will take place on Saturday, November 5 from Noon-2:00 p.m. at the Tartan 
High School cafeteria, 828 Greenway Avenue North, Oakdale. 

Join us in the cafeteria of Tartan High School on November 5th for our 6th Annual Taste of 622 as we come to-
gether with the community and sample a large variety of delicious food and drinks from local restaurants and bid 
on your favorite silent auction items.  All proceeds will go to help the District 622 Education Foundation which 
helps provide valuable resources for our students.  This event is a collaboration between the 622 Education    
Foundation and the Tartan High School and North High School National Honor Societies. 

As an added bonus, Tartan High School will also be hosting their annual Vendor Craft Fair (40+ booths) on the 
main floor of the high school as well.   

Tickets cost $10 for adults and $5 for students.  Staff tickets are available for $8.  Buy two adult tickets and two 
student tickets for just $25.  Tickets can be purchased online or at the door.  Visit www.tasteof622.eventbrite.com 
to buy your tickets today.   

Taste of District 622 Coming November 5 

 

Picture Retake Day—November 10th! Be sure to bring in the packet that you’d like to return! 

 

Attention Parents:  Parent Pick Up In Cafeteria On November 8th!  
On November 8th, Election Day, the gym will be closed due to voting.  Parents, please go through the 
main doors of the school to pick up your child in the cafeteria for Parent Pick Up. 
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PTG (Parent Teacher Group) 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 Dance Committee 

Meeting                

11/7; 6:30 p.m. @ 

North Saint Paul  

Legion 

 PTG Meeting       

11/14; 6:30 p.m. 

 Plaza Theater 

Movie Night          

11/17; 6:00 p.m. 

 

 

Our next PTG meeting will be Monday, November 14 at 6:30 p.m. with teacher Cindy     
Piersdorf. She will tell us all about Peace Walks and peaceful playgrounds. Child care      
provided; follow up meeting at 7:45 p.m. at the Legion.  Hope to see you there!  

 

Can you help? We’re still seeking vice-president and treasurer for next year’s Parent Teacher 
Group Executive Committee.  

We’re on Facebook!  

Cowern Elementary 

Parent Teacher Group 

Join Us! 

Thank You! 

HURRY!  Musicville! Registration closes November 6!!!! 

Cowern students in 2nd thru 5th grades are invited to participate 
in this year’s musical Musicville!  Students work with theatre 
staff twice a week and perform their work at Maplewood Commu-
nity Center in spring.  We have some spots left.  Register online 
today at www.ashlandproductions.org!  We are offering some 
scholarships toward the registration fee; visit the registration page 
online for details.   

PTG Upcoming Events—Mark Your Calendars! 

Plaza Theater Movie 
Night 

Movie to be announced 

When:  Nov. 17, 2016 

Time:   6pm 

Cost:    $3 

($2 of the $3 admission 
comes back to Cowern) 

 

 

 “See you at the movies!” 

November 7: Dance Committee Meeting                                                                             
Come help plan our annual fun school dance on Monday, November 7 at 6:30 p.m. at the  
North Saint Paul Legion! The dance is December 2 and we need your help in planning decora-
tions, food, etc. Email cowern622@gmail.com if you’re interested in volunteering, subject 
line “Dance Volunteer”. Thanks!  
 
November 8: Voting Day!  
Email citizensfor622@gmail.com if you need a ride or child care. Everyone has a 
right to vote! 
 
November 17, 6:00 p.m.:  Plaza Theater Movie Night! 
$2 of the $3 admission comes back to Cowern.  Eat the best popcorn in the district while   
supporting your school!  Movie to be announced. 
 
December 2, 6:00 p.m.:  School Dance! 
Dance the night away at your favorite school!  We’ll be looking for volunteers to help with 
decorating, admissions, and concessions.  We’ll keep you posted on volunteer opportunities! 
 
Don’t miss a thing! Email cowern622@gmail.com to add your name to our email list so you 
can stay posted on upcoming fun and add your voice to your school AND follow “Cowern   
Elementary Parent Teacher Group” on Facebook.  

Questions or concerns? 

Contact us at 

cowern622@gmail.com 

Cowern’s own Pokemon Creature Trainer, Dr. Wilson, met with student trainers today,       
November 3, for their lunch.  THANK YOU to everyone for their hard work and dedication in 
making the Fall Fund Run a success. 
 
SPECIAL THANKS to the Cowern PTG Members who joined forces in getting out the 
vote at the march on Saturday, October 29.  We still need your support!  Donate online at 
http://www.citizensfor622.org/code/ and remember  to VOTE NOVEMBER 8! 



 

 

How To Make A Charitable Contribution That Will Benefit Cowern Elementary 

We realize that many people make year-end charitable contributions.  For this reason, we wanted you to know that if  
you added Peace Maker Foundation to the list of organizations that you support, Cowern Elementary will receive  
matching funds for our school peace efforts. 
 
If you make a donation to the United Way, you will need to indicate on the bottom portion Peace Maker Minnesota   
Roseville/Cowern Elementary. 
 
Peace Maker Foundation will match a portion of your donation and give back to our school any contribution it receives 
by December 30, 2016, as a result of our communication efforts. 
 
Cowern Elementary is a member  agency of Peace Maker  Foundation.  The Foundation raises money for  our     
efforts to teach conflict resolution skills, as well as for the violence prevention efforts at about 50 other schools. 
 
To make a tax-deductible contribution to Peace Maker Foundation, please go to 
http://www.peacemakermn.org/fundschool.html and write “A friend of Cowern School” in the special instruction 
box.  Checks may be mailed to Peace Maker Foundation, P.O. Box 130972, Roseville, MN 55113.  Please write “friend 
of Cowern School” on the memo line of your check to ensure that it is matched. 
 
As budgets tighten, we wanted you to be aware of the opportunity that we have to secure additional funding for our 
school. 

 GIVE TO THE MAX DAY 

When is Give to the Max Day?  Give to the Max Day (GTTMD) is Thursday, November  17, 2016.  But all gifts 
made between November 1 and November 17 are automatically scheduled to take place on November 17.  In other 
words, all gifts made between November 1 and November 17 count towards Give to the Max “Day.” 
 
Gifts made online on GTTMD, and gifts that were made between November 1 and November 17, will be included in a 
one-time drawing to receive an additional $10,000 for your chosen organization. 
 
Yes, gifts that were made between November 1 and November 17 will be entered into two drawings to receive an addi-
tional $10,000 for Cowern Elementary School. 
 
Only gifts made online on GTTMD are entered into an hourly drawing to be matched by GiveMN.org with an additional 
$2,000. 
 
Contributions made between November 1 and November 17, 2016, will be matched by PeaceMaker Minnesota donors. 
 
Because PeaceMaker Minnesota’s operating expenses are paid for by separate donations, 100% of what you contribute 
will help Cowern Elementary School. 
 
Cowern’s page can be found at https://www.givemn.org/project/Bob-2. 
 
PeaceMaker Minnesota will match contributions made on its project page for our school when made on GTTMD, up to 
$2,000. 
 
So, if someone donates $100 to our school through PeaceMaker Minnesota’s project page for our school, our school will 
receive the full $100, plus an additional $100 in matching funds. 
 
Please share this information with family and friends.  Any donation no matter what the size will be greatly appreciated  
by Cowern Elementary Staff and Students. 

Make Donations to Cowern Elementary School 
Thursday, November 17, 2016 


